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Audio & Video Recording 
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• Please note that this session will be recorded for educational and quality 
improvement purposes. 



Housekeeping
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• Turn on video

• Mute your microphone when not speaking

• Enter your name and organization in the chat box
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A B O U T

NCUIH is a national representative advocating for the 41 Urban Indian Organizations (UIOs) contracting with the Indian 

Health Service (IHS) under the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA). NCUIH strives to improve the health of the over 

70% of the AI/AN population that lives in urban areas, supported by quality health care centers.



Acknowledgment 
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This webinar is supported in part by Sanofi. The content of the webinar is the sole 
discretion of NCUIH.



Evaluation
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Evaluation link and QR Code:

 

https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M

https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M
https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M


Agenda
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• Welcome 

• Introductions

• RSV and Flu Vaccine Landscape

• All Nations Health Center 

• Native Health

• Open Discussion

• Conclusion



Influenza/flu
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Influenza (flu) is a contagious respiratory illness that infects the 
nose, throat, and sometimes the lungs. 

People at increased risk:

• Adults 65 years and older

• Children younger than 5 years old 

• Children younger than 2 years old are at highest risk

• Pregnant people

• People with asthma

• People with chronic lung disease

• & more

People at Increased Risk for Flu Complications | Influenza (Flu) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/index.htm


Flu Vaccine
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Prevent flu by getting the flu vaccine every year.

• The flu vaccine has shown to reduce flu-related illnesses and risk of serious 
flu complications. 

It is recommended that everyone 6 months and older should 
get a flu vaccine every flu season. 

• Those aged 6 months to 8 years who are getting the flu shot for the first time 
will receive it in two doses.

• Separated by at least 4 weeks.



Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
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RSV in Alask a Nat ive  Inf ants  |  RSV |  CD C

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is a virus that affects the lungs. RSV season begins in the fall 
and peaks in the winter. 

RSV is the leading cause of infant hospitalizations in the U.S.

RSV can be dangerous for infants and some young children. 

Children at greatest risk for severe illness from RSV are:

• Infants and young children (the younger the age, the greater the risk)

• American Indian and Alaska Native children

• American Indian and Alaska Native children are 4-10x more likely to experience severe cases.

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/arctic-investigation-program/index.html


Respiratory Syncytial Virus Immunizations
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Adults

• GSK’s Arexvy

• Moderna’s mResvia

• Pfizer’s Abrysvo

Pregnant persons

• Pfizer’s Abrysvo

Infants

• Sanofi’s Beyfortus (Nirsevimab-alip)

Current RSV immunizations:



ncu ih . org



1 1 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 4 ncu ih . org 1 4

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/administer -vaccines.html#multipl e-injections 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/administer-vaccines.html


NCUIH RSV and Flu Vaccine Toolkit
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Social Media posts

• General RSV and Flu Vaccine Posts

• Native American Heritage Month Posts

Social Media Graphics 

Flyers 
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American Indian and Alaska Native children face higher risks 

of severe illness from RSV, but there are 2 ways to protect 

them. The maternal RSV vaccine Abrysvo is given during 32 – 

36 weeks of pregnancy, Sept-Jan. Maternal antibodies protect 

the baby against RSV ~6 months after birth. Or, infants < 8 

months (and all AI/AN infants up to 19 mo. in the 2nd season) 

receive a single dose of Nirsevimab (Beyfortus) in an RSV 

season, usually Oct 1-Mar 31. #NativeHealth 

#NativeAmericanHeritageMonth
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Stay ahead of the flu and honor our Elders  The flu can be 
serious, especially for our little ones and elders. Schedule 

your annual flu shot today and help keep everyone safe. 

 #ProtectOurCommunity #FluShot #PublicHealth 

#NativeHealth #iVax2Protect
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Protecting Heritage with Health Don’t let RSV slow you 
down. @CDCgov recommends that everyone aged 75 and 

older get an RSV vaccine. If you have already gotten an RSV 

vaccine, you do not need to get another one at this time. Visit 

us today to get immunized and enjoy a healthy season ahead. 

#RSV #NativeHealth #iVax2Protect

RSV can cause serious health issues. @CDCgov recommends 

adults ages 60–74 who are at increased risk of severe RSV 

disease, and everyone ages 75 and older get an RSV vaccine. 

This Native American Heritage Month, call us today to protect 
our community by getting vaccinated. #RSV #NativeHealth 

#iVax2Protect
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Protect your loved ones this Native American Heritage Month 

by getting your annual flu vaccine. Our communities are 

stronger when we’re all healthy!  #FluShot 

#PublicHealth #NativeHealth #iVax2Protect #NAHM

Don’t forget to schedule your annual flu vaccine to keep 

our relatives safe and healthy this Native American Heritage 

Month. Come in today and ensure you’re all set for the 

season!  #FluShot #NAHM #ProtectOurRelatives



Presenters
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Cherith Smith, PharmD, RPh
Piikani (Peigan 
Blackfoot)/Sicangu Lakota 
(Rosebud Sioux)
All Nations Health Center

Christian Goes Ahead-Lopez 
(she/her) MHA, BSHA
(Crow/Apsáalooke)
All Nations Health Center

Jennifer M. Veaco, MD IBCLC
Native Health

Thomas McClure
Bitterroot Salish
Director of Health Promotion
All Nations Health Center



Cultural Safety 
in Vaccine 
Outreach 
through 
Connection



Know your community:

montanatribes.org

1.Flathead Reservation (Pablo) – Salish, Pend 

d’Orielle, Kootenai tribes

2.Blackfeet Reservation (Browning) – Blackfeet 

tribe

3.Rocky Boy’s Reservation (Rocky Boy Agency) – 

Chippewa Cree tribe

4.Fort Belknap Reservation (Ft. Belknap) – Gros 

Ventre and Assiniboine tribe

5.Fort Peck Reservation (Poplar) – Assiniboine and 

Sioux tribes

6.Northern Cheyenne Reservation (Lame Deer) – 

Northern Cheyenne tribe

7.Crow Reservation (Crow Agency) – Crow tribe

8.Little Shell Chippewa Tribal Capital (landless, but 

headquartered in Cascade County) – Little Shell 

Band of Chippewa

create safe spaces 

through understanding 



Colonization: 
stolen lifeways 

Historical & Contemporary Barriers:
We recognize that an Indigenous individual's circumstance may be directly 

affected by their experiences of trauma and violence and 
can be equally influenced by the history of colonization. 

Historical 
Trauma

Attempted 
Genocide

Traumatic 
healthcare 
experiences

Child abuse & 
murder in 
boarding 
schools

Colonized 
depletion of 
resources 



• Trust
• Safe Spaces
• Respect
• Autonomy

• Healthy Families
• Healthy Community
• Strong connections 

• Honor ancestors
• Share Stories
• Understanding

• Connection
• Ceremony
• Offerings

• Honor Land
• Sustain resources
• Traditional healers
• Food Sovereignty

• Decolonization
• Teaching
• Identity
• Education

Strong and Resilient Urban Indigenous Communities: 
Despite these barriers, we heal and break the 

cycle of oppression through 
culture, connection, and understanding. 



Know your community: 
conversations, learn with humility 1

Culturally attuned messaging: 
flyers, emails, UIHI 2

Approach patient conversations 
with respect, empathy, & 
digestable information

4

Advocate for health equity 
and diverse representation3

Indigenous people are the 
authority on what is best for them 

5

Creating 
culturally safe 

spaces through 
Connection



Identifying strengths, embracing opportunities…

RESPONDING HOLISTICALLY: 
MENTAL, SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, SOCIAL

COMMUNITY LEDCOMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT



Humor

Breaking dow
n barriers“C
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tu

re
” 

is
 o

ur
 v

er
b

Relationship

Connect
Belonging

Access

Laughter

Responsive

Creativity

Relevant

Trust
Good Medicine



Contoso
S u i t e sAll Nations Health Center |830 W. Central Ave., Missoula, MT |(406)829-9515|www.allnations.health

Laura Bird, Eligibility Specialist, will be on site to register for All Nations Health Center 
services and determine insurance eligibility (e.g., Medicaid, Marketplace Exchange) 
with one-on-one Q&A.  Please contact or 406-304-5834 for more information.

All Nations Health Center
Insurance Eligibility & Flu Shot Event

Open to American Indian/Alaska Native students (includes first and second-degree descendants)

Cherith Smith, Pharmacist, will be on site to provide FREE seasonal flu vaccine.  Please 
contact csmith@allnations.health or for more information.

Dates: Friday, November 20TH, 2020
Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Place: American Indian Student Services, PFNAC bldg, UM

OUTREACH TO STUDENTS

mailto:csmith@allnations.health


FROM PARKING LOTS TO  

ROUND DANCES 

(AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN)





Social Media Metrics

THEN

NOW



MEETING OUR RELATIVES' NEEDS

FLU SHOT + PRODUCE + BISON/ELK



FLU VACCINE

+

TRADITIONAL MEDICINES



Ahóo
Wopila

Lemlmts
Siksiksimasiitsiip

Thank you!

Cherith Smith, PharmD (Pharmacist), csmith@allnations.health
Thomas McClure (Health Promotions Director), tmcclure@allnations.health

Christian Goes Ahead-Lopez (HR & Indigenous Research Coordinator), 
clopez@allnations.health 

Questions?





• Federally Qualified Health Centers

• All are welcome

• Accredited





























NATIVE HEALTH Central

Flu Shots











• Jennifer Veaco, MD – 

jveaco@nachci.com

• (602) 279-5262

• www.nativehealthphoenix.org





Open Discussion
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Evaluation QR 
code:



Resources 

1 1 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 4 ncu ih . org 5 8

• RSV and Flu Vaccine Toolkit – NCUIH

• https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/arctic-investigation-program/index.html

• RSV in babies | For Parents (beyfortus.com)

• E3 Vaccine Strategy | Strategic Initiatives (ihs.gov)

• Talking to Your Pregnant Patients about Vaccines | Pregnancy & Vaccines | CDC

• CDC Digital Media Toolkit | Flu Resource Center | CDC

https://ncuih.org/getvaccinated/
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/arctic-investigation-program/index.html
https://ncuih.org/getvaccinated/
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/php/arctic-investigation-program/index.html
https://www.beyfortus.com/?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Beyfortus+DTC_MSFT_BRND_General_AWA_SEA_ALLM_US_EN+KW+-+EN+BR_ALL&utm_term=sanofi+rsv+vaccine&gclid=d30cddbfb5fc17d0419dbabfb4e561fd&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=d30cddbfb5fc17d0419dbabfb4e561fd
https://www.ihs.gov/nptc/strategic-initiatives/e3/
https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/downloads/RSV-toolkit-ai-an.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/php/toolkit/index.html?s_cid=flu-partner-email-001


Investing in Wellness
Financing Strategies for Behavioral Health in 

Indian Country
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Contacts and Evaluation
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• Tiffani Stark
• Public Health Program Manager

• tstark@ncuih.org

Evaluation link and QR code:

https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M

mailto:tstark@ncuih.org
https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M
https://ncuih.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9YVST85bA3h0p7M


Upcoming NCUIH Events

11/14/24- Managing Health Care Operations: Leveraging Tax Incentives, Loans, and Grants from 
the Inflation Reduction Act 2:30-3:30 pm ET

For more information and to register, please 

visit:  https://ncuih.org/events/





One-On-One Technical Assistance Available
https://ncuih.org/train ing/one-on-one/
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The Technical Assistance and Research Center (TARC) provides individualized technical 
assistance, training, and support to member UIOs. Individual support includes:

• Community and staff training

• Consultation on research/evaluation

• Consultation on program planning and implementation

• Documenting local best practices

• Grant application review

• Local partnership development

• Locating archival data to support community work

• Policies, procedures, and operational needs

https://ncuih.org/training/one-on-one/
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